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The site is a horse-shoe shaped fertile valley of a km. on the hills on the South and the North,
marked by deep crevices. The hills are nowhere more than 30 m. high. A narrow passage on the
eastern side leads to the valley on the west. A small nallah runs across the valley and rain water is collected
in a tank locally known as Gorlakunta on the eastern side away from this valley.
At Pudicherla, paintings in red ochre are noticed in two shelters over a plain vertical surface of
whitish quartzite on the front of the over hanging rock shelters. These paintings, as at Ketavaram
are small in number and much faded. The principal theme depicted is the jungle life. The artist chose
one colour and expressed the jungle life as he saw. Among the paintings, we find a number of animals
and little men shown in perspective, scaling a hill. There are also some geometric designs such as zig-zag
lines tapering upwards, possibly indicating the hazardous ascent of a hill.
Paintings in rock shelter I
Paintings are found in two rock shelters each located at a distance of \ km. from the south-north
hill ranges. The first group of paintings found in rock shelter I on the southern hill, which is 5 m. high
and 8 m. wide. The top portion of the shelter projects to about 3 m. and gives a wide view of the valley
covered by black alluvial soil, under dry cultivation. On the northern side of this valley is another
patch of extensive irrigated land used for raising wet crops. The availability of water must have attracted
the people in the past to settle down in this area and hunt animals and cultivate lands. The paintings
that are visible today in these rock shelters arc the true depictions of the past.
Details of paintings
The paintings in rock shelter I are in five groups of different themes. In group I, three animate
are painted at the centre in a space of I m. These animals appear to be cattle moving in one direction.
The animal body is drawn in two horizontal parallel lines, with legs, tail and horns shown prominently.
The second group of paintings are noticed at a lower level in geometrical pattern. Two oblique lines are
intersected by two parallel horizontal lines resembling a mast. The third group is comparatively on a
higher plane and the painting resembles a crane. A long beak with neck turned to one side is noticed*
At the bottom a goat or sheep is seen. In the fourth group two human figures are painted on the left side
at a lower level. The body and legs are drawn in simple form. The hands are upraised and placed
together. In the fifth group also are two faded human figures at the extreme left. The style of these
figures is similar to the paintings in group 4.
Rock Shelter II
This is at the western end of the northern bill. It is 10 m. high and the cliff is well projected,
The paintings are noticed in three groups consisting of a horse and a goat, bulls, geometrical designs etc.
In the first group, the horse ( ?) is painted in large dimensions facing east and the goat is moving in
opposite direction.
In the second group, four bulls arc painted at different heights moving in opposite direction to
a horse.
. The third group, comprising of geometrical designs are well preserved. A long row of vertical
bands in a curvature are drawn with lower ends drawn upwards, Art^the base, another set of lines are
drawn in a wavy form. This probably indicates the hazardous ascent of the hill,"
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